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marrakech on the move

Rich in culture, history, and coestiaty, Marrakiech, the rose-hoed aty
pactled 2t the base of the Atlss Mountaing, remadng an undsputed pwel
in the crown of Moroood's tourist induwtry While other Necth African
contris affired Aupiriting downtiams in visitor mambers lot year
(a resuly of the Arsb Spring, Morooco emengd relatively unocathed,
regstering 3 three porcent rise in oversess tourists in the first nine
months of 2033 compared W the Provious Jic A modist Inoreise,
pechaps, but not when the figee & compared to the 30-40 parcent
falls endured by its North Afncan counterparts. This also bulkds on an
upward ousve that has seon visiter naumbors grone almost, year-ty-your
dnce 2000, maching 83 millicn in 2090, » landmark that opped st
shoet of the Morocoan Gomernment's dim of 20 millicn as %ot out in its
Viston 2020 strategy. The country's ruler, King Mcharmmed V1 his snoe
unveiled Vision 20020, a successor indtiative that calls for sustainable
investaent in Moroood's tourism infristructure, enaliing it to become 2
top 20 destination worl@wd (8 ourvently ranks 25), with the power 0
attract 38 millicn vistors by 2020,

Such conditions have made Marraluch a tangpt for hotal mwestiment,
with luoury brands somingly wunabis to ignoee the pull of the popudar
Morocoan aty. Bolstaring the current supply of 14440 hotel rocens, STR
Glob ol estirnates thare xe » further 2,410 i deweloprent, Scphue Rervet,
aecciate Greoter &t HVE, whnowleGge thar Marrakech's pipeline
has boen booming for the past two years although she sounds 3 note
of cauticr: “For ewey botol oponing, thare are more that are on hald,
dalayed or not one hundired percent confirmed, | think Marrakach will
face challengge in the short wrm-patly due %0 the indrect fallout
from pelitioal turmetl in the region and beoxoe the Bwro dsster is
having an impact on what Buzopesns [the city’s major source of tourtsts)
are spendng”

Marrakoch haa stesdly bon ovolving its §5-8ar prodact, with maost,
new entrants combining resart faeditios with Bus<hip resdances
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Perret prediots the lwary chams will end up competing fox e sum
client base—as thare £ a 1t o the number of trawlers who will pay
significantly higher room chargee—but she recognises the importance of
cxving a pomtion tn & market that promisms much in the madium to long
tarm "Ity & race 1o phint aflagin the ground™

Luxe Accommodations

Foliowing » six-yoir construotion period summener 2071 saw the cpening of
Four Seascny’ 40-acre walled resort beaides Man sara Gardena Deweloped
predorsnaraly by Kingtoon Hotd hwestrmonts, the extenstwe low-res

complex 15 described by Dider Lofoxt, principal architect of DI2A,
3 " modern iIntarpretation of a south Moroooan villagd™ conprisng
warmly tooed pavilions, lush Moorish landeoaping, witer pools, aoades,
nd pathwigs. Designed by Lafort to integrate Into the envircoument,
Poux Sessore Hotal Marrakach schieves alogance without monotony by
incorporating local touches into srchitectural detaling Flooring consists
of Moroooan stone or fiobricks, aemed with stmplfied werscrs of
traditional pattems; water pools are constructad with handmads ceramdo
Ul codir mowcharabuh lasticewerk doubles 3o badasteades for terraces
and baloonis and external plastervock 13 rendered I an uneven finish,

This contemporary take on tradtiond Moroooan architeotuze
is followed taough ito the interiers where GA Dosgn International
Saed »ads (s traditional Moroooan house with & courtyurd) &3 woll
tha ooal arts and orafts soone for nspir ation. Assoct ate Caroline Cundall

Mud 0% 53




places: marrakech

explains how the firm hints at the looation in subtle wgs:
"AgMnst » biqge wndl oolor paltte, plister cwrvig,
fretwork, and bordor destgns in the corridors that nod o
ol tiles 0t 33 3 backdrop to chusters of contampor sy
furniture, nataural Enens, and socomcris sourced from
the Medna" GA Desigh commissoned baspole pleces
from local oraftamen, including owrdzed ceramic jirs,
murioately out tron lanterns, and bome inladd lhoguer
boxes, while artwerk ccmes from Movoocan srtists both
established and eroerging. Cundall 3ads the garden stting
ealled for intariors that masdmioe the use of indocetutdooe
spavis—each of the 371 rocens has 2 Aonished baloony o
tarr se—ancther festure that proenctes the feeling of »
rasuntial rescet.

A highly stiopited dabut this sprmgsunaer, Ta

Palsce Marrakech soes the Astan hospitality gowp making
s first foray it Neeth Afrea undir & munagmnt

agreoament, with JK Hotels Amerioan srtiot snd architect
Suwt Charch, » loogime rednt of Twge @
responsible for the desigh of tha 363-room hotel (nitially
the slated kostion of & Mandarin Ormatal), which &
poatticned slburingly beboe the Aths Mountains within
the groen Palmerse astrict. Churoh explins how “the
sty of an oental panting the teuty of an Indan palce, and
the majstio tradtions of Morocoo™ ave all reflocted in lastsh and colorfill
IRArIors that Opan 1Nt exctio, harmonious gardina. Although traditions
froen arcund the weeld have boces sespoctod hare, the duigner notes that
materias wnd techedgques we rooted in Moroooo: “You will see tedelale,
a type of plaster commenly uwmd in hammams, aleoves decorated with
splendid 2efige work, sculptured plister fresoces, and mousharadwh
fretwork.” Constdering every ampect of T Palace Marrakach, from the
wall hingng to cellings, 15 rich In dtad, I¥s not surprisng to harn
that fumitare and fittings are bespoke, filling in line with Chuarch’s
crsntalist vison. Ancther baghlight will be the onste 30,000-aquare -fooe
JAva Grande Spa.
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Boulkque Onerings

Spring 15 2t o be & busy ume, wth GLA
Hotols ringing s ultna-axdutwe 56
rocen ‘palace’ hotd o a BWeacre park et
five minutes from the Medina Duesmgned
W by Jwoques Garcis to ewoks a2 Mooxish
strpoephize, the Selmuy's srenites induk
! » s managed by Domtique Chanct, two
restauranta, two bars, and a stable housing »

private edlection of Arabian horms.
This year Raltan brand Baglioed Hotals
13 abso scheduled to unwitl its frat Afican
proporty & 5-Stag 34-acre puridand reocet
coreated in partosrship with ARnsa [ead
srohitact Patriok Genard saps be has takan
the kaor (cr camthe) 33 2 starting potnt,
blonding local stene, giss, and wood with the

latast techrologes, inchading sl pands, in his contempor iy resding
of Moroooan architecture, Irabuiny the interices of the 8)-room boutiae
horal wath Ialian e, Milan-based RetoaiosSpagnudo Disign his ligered
a baoe palette of baign, sand, and brown with scoont toees of blsol, goid
and red to snking effect, " Mazrahech & & location & which it would be
trrposmtie o create a projct without some rdaticeship to the regonal
cultuze” ohserves senior partner Redarioo Spagnula, who explans that
Baghiors s0eks w0 tnawrt cod kol atgn ekmants inko thair estakished
torrplate oo hooury

A double-height lobly in which 2 sug@stion of the cutdocrs is
planted through the play of hgha, spills through into negghboning stage-
haight maces wrgd to promote imacy These molude the kbly
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bar where a2 modem wrsion of the Arsbic sreen—wengs-finished
latticoweeli~ts the backdrop to richly colored rugs and 21st century
doptetions of Movocoan lanterna, The dark oaly, 8 D-effect bar baoklit by
LED and orcumed with Absolute Haok granite is finishod with strips of
white gjazing 1o gw the imprassice that the countertop s floatng, e
Spagnulo, though, one of the most impressive places is the presdantial
suite that bossts 3 doukle-height living room distinguished by 2 soulptaural
black stone firepl ace offet, with gold inserts, One of the two bathrooms,
meanwhile, bonefits from o deep Jaowe bath enclosod by a handorafted,
bospole pattarned stone surrownd.

alatial Propertios

Orhar davaloprments guaranteed to offer thair fair share of palatial spaces
inciude Bir Roooo Forte's Assoufid, an all -suite ghlf and spa resort situated
in & 30-a01¢ clive growa. Olga Pdizy, dwrector of design for Rowo Forte
Hotals, 9 worlung with architect Pal Udnis on this elegant 68-suite
property slated for 2 2013 opening

The sune yeur should also a0 the lamch of Domaing Royal Pam,
a vast 5%0-a010 estate south of Marrakeoh's histosteal oenter that
roprasants the home of Mauritian hospitality group Beschoomber's first
rosort outasde the Indian Ooean, The Ragal Palm Hotdl, made up of villas
and auites, takas 1t sesthotio inflwnce from Barber cultue, drawing oo
the talents of Mamitian arohitect Jean- Frangots Adum, among othirs
Ancthar work-in-progess {5 Monte-Cazlo SBM's first international
property outside Mon o, Fositioned in the Menara district, the exclusive
34-acre mosort called Jawhar fostures architectune by HKS Hill Glaser
Suudio and 3 03-2ute hotal with intarsors by Sybille G Margrie,

Do Mangreie's Paxis-based fien, SM Dosign, i5 also respenstble foe
the mteriors of the Park Hyatt Marrakoeoh, due to open in 2018 as part
of the high-end Al Maaden Golf Resort, deweloped by Alllsnces. The
133-room property’s subdued color pakette borrows from the 100 BHue of
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the Atlas Mountains to the esrthy hues of the Jocal landwoape. Cedax
loather, raw cotten, and embroidired fabrice are wecked into baspoke
furniture and lighting employing local eraftamanship as often o postbla
SM Dasgn's schame exprosses richnoss through dotaling lgers, and
sEprss & Wi lounge feshures sculpted columns made from gypsum,
the recapticn is ladd oul o8 & Meating ares ndor & sable pavilion, and
exoh room has 1% own landing cconplete with & bespoke lighting foctare
on which sSgnage 5 installed

Now-itek based Perking Eastman (s the destgn architect for the
profct, Principal-in-chags Shawn Baslr says the langest challengs,
a limited site area has forced the toam to think creatively about the
relationship betwoen intarnal andextemal spaces 2 well a¢ public worsus
private concerna “Wa idntified a similarity to the pattern of lingug
found in Maxrakech’s Modina” he notes. “Eo sightiines and axew, seret
areas, and an undorlying senise of discowery within the rescrt's ghormetry
have meaulted tn & multd syered destination that unfolds ot ewry tam.
Park Hyatt Marradmch tahes its cos from the city with narrow cceridors
that kad into 2 mries of medinas and cowrtyards, plw interiors that
open up to exterices, tharely bhuring the toundaries between indocrs
and outdoces, and allowing gaests to exparianco the architecture 23 &
soquence of eventa™

For Baslex, a3 with 30 many dastgrars who have spint tirme working
on the destination’s nawest crop of lwawry resorts, it seams the Wttmate
£l 13 to ermbody the charaoter of Marakeoh iteelf
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